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Woody in habitat in 
South Africa

Woody, as he is commonly known, grew up in the Mojave Desert and has had an attraction to desert plants 
and animals since the early 1950’s. He has been involved with the cactus and succulent world as a grower, 
field explorer,club and organization leader, writer, photographer, lecturer and presenter.

Having been a speaker all over the world, Woody is most often associated with giving 
presentations on his field work fromthe places he has traveled, such as:  Argentina, Australia, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Chile, Madagascar, Mexico, Namibia, New Zealand, Peru, Socotra, South Africa, the United States and 
Yemen. He is also recognized for having operated the nursery Cactus Data Plants since 1975. Woody’s show 
quality plantswere often consideredone of the standards for staging and horticultural achievement. His 
favorite genera include: Adenium, Ariocarpus, Astrophytum,Copiapoa, Cyphostemma, Fouquieria, 
Gymnocalycium, Lithops, Mammillaria, Melocactus, Pachypodium, Turbinicarpus, Uebelmannia, and 
Pachycauls in general.
He has published numerous articlesand reviews in various journals (CSSA) and his photography is featured in 
many books including; “The Copiapoa” by Schulz, “The Mammillaria Handbook” by Pilbeam, “The Cactus 
Lexicon” By Hunt and Charles, as well as many others. As of November 2017, he is featured as the primary 
photographer in the new, sold outbook “The Xerophile.” This book specializes in what the authors call, The 
Obsessed Field workers from around the world.He is also featured in electronic articles about conservation 
from “MNN Mother Nature Network” and “The Guardian Newspaper.”

Woody and his wife, Kathy, live in Cedar Grove, New Mexico.He is a retired secondary school 
teacher of 32 years wherehe taught Graphics, Art and Architecture.In the cactus and succulent hobby, 
Woody is recognized for his high energy and creative spirit. As an educator,he has become an important 
part of the hobbyand thus is an honorary life member of twelve C&S societies. With 51 years in the hobby 
and 64 years in the field (old fart), he has many experiences to share and numerous photos to show.



Cactus & Succulent Conservation Around the World
Wendell S. Woody Minnich

Never has there been a time when conservation of our cacti and other succulents has been more urgent! 
Due to many factors, our precious succulents, as well as many other plants and animals, are now facing 
severe problems. When traveling around the world in succulent rich regions, I have observed an amazing 
increase in the devastation of habitats and the illegal removal of many rare and endangered species of 
cacti, succulents, and other plants and animals. Not only are we losing these very special and unique plants, 
sadly enough, we are aggressively destroying many valuable and irreplaceable habitats.  Our desires to 
urbanize and agriculturally develop great numbers of virgin environments have only produced severe 
ecosystem imbalances, thus the extinction, at a most rapid rate, of many of the world’s most beautiful and 
fascinating plants and animals.

There are many cacti and other succulents that are becoming very valuable to the collector’s egos and 
appetites. Generally, these plants and animals are those that we have a difficult time producing in the 
nursery. Due to their rarity in cultivation, they often demand high dollars in the trade. Also, because many of 
these special species take extremely long periods of time (10s to 100s of years) to develop their wonderful 
character, it is not commercially feasible for growers or breeders to produce them. The unscrupulous collector 
will often spend huge sums of money to get these unique and rare specimens. And with the demand and 
dollars being high, it has become more and more common for commercial collectors to find ways to acquire 
these special plants and animals. Now, with the internet being a very popular method of acquiring 
merchandise, our rare and endangered cacti and other succulents are being sold internationally with very 
little, if any, controls being enforced. The countries that are most affected with cactus 

and succulent problems are: Brazil, Bolivia, Chile, 
Kenya, Madagascar, Mexico, Namibia, Socotra, 
Somalia, South Africa, Peru, and the United States. All 
of these countries have well intended conservation 

Aloe pilansii and Woody, South Africa

programs, but most do not have the funds available 
to properly enforce their laws or monitor their 
endemic species. In this presentation you will see 
many of the cacti and other succulents that are 
considered threatened or endangered, and what 
has happened to place them in this perilous position.

Although, it may appear as if there are many 
difficult problems on the horizon, we shouldn’t give 
up! It is really encouraging to know, there are many 
positive things we can all do to help resolve our 
current plant and animal issues. A few simple efforts 
we can make are: do not buy field collected plants 
or animals, support the artificial propagation of rare 
or endangered species, support our nurseries who 
produce artificially grown material, modify our 
current international treaties to become modern, 
demonstrate our appreciation for artificially 
produced plants, and help our enforcement 
agencies to better stop illegal collecting and the sale 
of wild grown plants. Our world is getting smaller and 
smaller, and as our human population continues to 
increase, we ALL need to do our part to help protect 
our amazing world of plants, animals, and habitats. 
Conservation is not a spectator sport. Please speak 
out when and where you can, as the future 
generations of all things depend on us.



Copiapoa longistammenia

Aloe pilansii and Woody, South Africa

Ariocarpus kotschoubeyanus
f. elephantidens
collected for sale

Aztekium ritteri

Aloe castilloniae habitat in Madagascar

https://dfw.cbslocal.com/2020/06/11/el-paso-man-admits-trying-to-sell-protected-native-plants-on-black-market/
https://www.thecut.com/2019/02/millennials-succulents-demand-driving-cactus-black-market.html

https://www.vice.com/en/article/evymmk/poachers-are-fueling-the-succulent-black-market-by-stealing-from-state-parks

More articles from 2019 & 2020

CACTUS CONSERVATION
https://cactusconservation.org/



PLANT OF THE MONTH

CACTUS
Pereskia-Opuntia-Cereus Group

subfamilies Pereskieskiodeae, Opuntiodeae, Cactoideae, 
tribes Cereceae, Pachycereae, Browningieae, Leptocereae

Euphorbiaceae 2  -
Thickened root or caudex type 

examples  Decaryi, Francoisii, Squarrosa

SUCCULENTS

SPECIAL CATEGORIES
Crested, Monstrose, & 
Variegated Plants 

DETAILS:
a. Email photos of plants by Saturday noon to:      philadelphia.cactus@gmail.com 

Subject line - name and category

The categories can be found here: www.philacactus.org/plant-of-the-month/

Subject line - name and category
Body of the email:

plant name
size of pot
one good picture of the plant in the staging view

(this should be oriented the way the judges would look at it)
additional pictures to clarify or highlight (especially helpful if plant is large)

one email per plant
only 2 plants can be entered per category

tips:
get as close as you can for pictures

review picture to make sure that plant is clear and well lit
use a neutral background (i.e.  a white sheet or towel)

use natural light instead of a flash
have item fill screen

b. Judges review pictures prior to Sunday 11 AM
c. Judges will enter Zoom room at 11 to discuss winners
d. Competitors with enter Zoom at 11:30 with plants if possible
d. Judges will meet in a separate meeting room after reviewing categories to discuss the 
winners then go to next room



NOVEMBER 2020 WINNERS
EPIPHYTIC Group (subfamily Cactoideae, tribes Hylocereae, Rhipsalideae)

1st
Bob Albright

Rhipsalis

2nd
Lee Garner

Hatoria salicornoides

HANGING PLANTS
1st

Marc Ross
Rhipsalis grandiflora

Hatoria salicornoides

2nd
Marc Ross
Hoya carnosa



GASTERIA

1st
Deb Donaldson

Gasteria Blue OX Variegata

2nd
Deb Donaldson
Gasteria ‘Hogwarts’1st

Bob Albright
Gasteria batsiana variegata

2nd
Marc Ross

Gasteria batsiana2nd
Marc Ross

Gasteria ‘Little Warty’

HM
Lee Garner

Gasteria ‘Sakura Fuji’



Did you know we have a FACEBOOK page?
900+ people know it!

Check us out at: www.facebook.com/groups/202733996526503
It's a way to share photos and ask questions about all things cactus and succulents!

Photo – T.Preteroti

PCSS Officers
President: Irene Cassidy  (latte_datte@yahoo.com cell: 302.883.4644)
Vice-President: Jeff Sedwin
Treasurer: Renee Thompson
Recording Secretary: Paul Wesolowski
Communications: Timothy Day  

(timothyday@outlook.com)
Affiliate Representative: Christina Day
Newsletter: Irene Cassidy
Judging Coordinator: Barry Bush
Flower Show Exhibit: Paul Wesolowski
Hospitality: Jeff Cades
Library: Bridget Irons
Flower Show Ribbons: JoAnn Schailey


