
PHILADELPHIA CACTUS & SUCCULENT SOCIETY
founded 1942 www.philacactus.org

8th MEETING OF 2022/23 SEASON
April 19, 2023 10:00 am

PROGRAM
South African Succulents in Habitat

With Jeff Sedwin
We all know how plants look when they have been lovingly cultivated in nice pots with 
attractive top dressing.  But what do these plants look like in the wild?

Jeff Sedwin will do a lively presentation on the plants he photographed during his two 
visits to South Africa’s Western Cape. You’ll see aloes, mesembs, haworthias, 
euphorbias  and others in their natural settings.

Here’s a website with African plant profiles
https://enjoysucculents.com/



Many of you might remember a talk given by Karel DuToit on poaching. Here are some links about 
poaching South African succulents

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/31/world/africa/south-africa-
poachers-tiny-succulent-plants.html

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/
may/03/drought-dust-storms-plant-theft-unique-
botanical-landscape-peril-aoe

For those Euphorbia lovers – check this out!
https://enjoysucculents.com/2023/03/12/euphorbia-clandestina-2/

https://www.farmersweekly.co.za/agri-
business/agribusinesses/time-for-sa-farmers-to-
cash-in-on-the-succulent-boom/



If you need help walking to the Discovery Center there is a golf cart. 

You just call the front desk at 610.990.3431 or tell someone at the 
meeting and they can let staff know someone needs the cart.

There is also a push wheelchair that they can make available

CT Show & Sale

This beautiful Euphorbia took 
Best in Show..

Grown by CT president Chris Allen





Collection of mammillarias in flower grown from seed.



CACTUS

Echinopsis-Gymnocalycium-Rebutia Group

subfamily Cactoideae tribe Echiopsideae

examples  Echinopsis, Lobivia, Cleistocactus, Matucana, Oroya, Rebutia, Sulcorebutia, 

Gymnocalycium

Crassulaceae 3  - All other Crassulaceae except those included in October & 
November

examples   Echeveria, Sedum, Dudleya, etc.

SUCCULENTS

SPECIAL CATEGORIES

Parent & Offspring
Two specimen plants, one propagated from the other, in two separate pots, 
(counted as one entry)

Plant of the month
http://www.philacactus.org/plant-of-the-month/

Plant of the Month - March
Succulent: 
Mike Slater - 16

Ken Preteroti - 13
Deb Donaldson - 8

Chris Ripnak - 5
Jeff Sedwin - 5
Deb Cane - 3

Linda McCarthy - 3 
Mary Pastore - 1

Best of Show: 
Deb Donaldson’s 

Melocactus matanzanus

Cactus:
Deb Donaldson – 10

Frank Straup – 9
David McCarthy – 5

Mary Pastore – 5
Ken Preteroti – 3
Jeff Sedwin - 2







It’s always cool to show 
off your plants!

We all enjoyed a wonderful 
presentation by Fred 
Katterman at our March 
meeting.



Controversial removal of saguaro from golf course highlights cactus' revered status

Sarah Lapidus Arizona Republic 3/8/2023

Reactions to a controversial saguaro removal caught 
on video on a golf course in Marana highlights the 
importance and value of the cactus to southern 
Arizona communities. When a golfer saw landscapers 
slicing an old saguaro piece by piece at the 
beginning of February at the Gallery Golf Club in 
preparation for LIV Golf League’s Tucson 
tournament, he took a video that circulated online, 
causing a stir.

Saguaros are protected by law and while 
landowners have the right to destroy native plants on 
their land, they must notify the Arizona Department 
of Agriculture 20 to 60 days before. According to the 
Arizona Department of Agriculture, which is 
investigating the incident, the Gallery did not have a 
permit or notice of intent for the removal as is 
required.

Jeremy Duda, the general manager at the golf 
course, said the two saguaros that were cut down by 
a third-party landscaping company, were done so 
without permission from the Gallery management. 
Duda said after the tournament, the golf club will 
replace the saguaros that were removed and vowed 
it would not happen again. “We've always been very 
good stewards to the community and the desert,” he 
said.

Russ McSpadden, the Southwest conservation 
advocate for the Center for Biological Diversity, an 
environmental nonprofit, said saguaros are greatly 
treasured in southern Arizona. When they are torn 
down, people are often outraged. McSpadden 
noted the ecological importance of saguaros to all 

species that live near them, including humans.

“The saguaro is important to the survival of these 
species: Everything from bighorn sheep to native 
bees benefit from saguaros,” he said. McSpadden 
said saguaros provide shelter to countless birds and 
other animals and many species nest in or on them. 
The Gila woodpeckers and the “imperiled” cactus 
ferruginous pygmy owl nest inside saguaro cavities, 
while raptors like great horned owls and Harris 
hawks nest in the crooks of saguaro arms, he 
noted. He added that lesser long-nosed bats have 
adapted to retrieve nectar from saguaro flowers in 
the spring. He also noted that saguaros are “highly 
valuable and highly prized” and often landowners 
will sell their saguaros and transplant them rather 
than destroy them.

Just south of Marana, in Tucson, city landscapers 
take special care regarding saguaros and go 
through a thorough inventory and analysis in 
compliance with city code on native plant 
preservation. According to Tucson’s landscape 
architect project manager David Marhefka, the 
city tries to save all saguaros unless they cannot be 
moved because of being in an inaccessible 
location. “If we cannot move a saguaro we 
mitigate and plant 3 additional as replacement,” 
Marhefka said in an email.  

In 2016, the removal of a saguaro caught media 
attention when it was chopped down legally by 
the city of Tucson because it was on the verge of 
falling down over a street, according to an article 
published by KOLD News13.



Marana golf course under fire for removal of two saguaro cactuses without permits
Ellie Willard Arizona Republic 3/8/2023

A private golf course in Marana is under investigation 
by the Arizona Department of Agriculture for 
chopping down two saguaro cactuses to make 
room for hospitality tents for the upcoming LIV 
Tournament.

In February, a video surfaced of a landscaping 
company cutting down two mature saguaro 
cactuses on The Gallery Golf Club's property, which 
incited outrage within the community and 
questioning by the state agriculture department.

The Gallery Golf Club claims the removal was a 
mistake by the landscaping company, Santa Rita 
Landscaping, which did not ask for permission from 
management, according to The Gallery Club 
General Manager Jeremy Duda.

Saguaros, which can reach up to 50 feet, are found 
exclusively in the Sonoran Desert and have an 
average lifespan of 150 to 175 years. They are well-
known and recognized in Arizona and are one of 
many protected plants under Arizona's native plant 
law. Under this law, landowners have the right to 
destroy or remove protected native plants growing 
on their land, but they are required to notify the 
AZDA 20 to 60 days prior to the destruction. They must 
also obtain permits from the AZDA during this 
notification process.

That's what The Gallery Golf Club and its 
landscaping company failed to do before 
removing the two saguaros to make room for 
temporary hospitality tents arriving for the LIV Golf 
Invitational Tournament.
"The AZDA did not identify records of a permit or 
notice of intent for The Gallery Golf Club to cut 
down the two saguaros, and we are currently 
conducting an investigation related to this action," 
said Heather Flowers, assistant director of Strategic 
Initiatives and Policy at the AZDA.

According to state law, removing a saguaro, or 
any native plant, without obtaining the proper 
permit from the AZDA is a class one misdemeanor, 
punishable by a civil penalty in an amount of no 
more than $5,000.
"We were under the impression that they were 
going to be relocated," Duda said, regarding what 
the landscaping company said to management. 
"That's what we were told, and they ended up 
chopping them down without our permission."

Relocation of saguaros on the same property does 
not require a permit, according to AZDA. Duda
said The Gallery Golf Club is fully cooperating with 
the AZDA's investigation, and it plans to replace the 
saguaros once the tournament is over.

Saguaros are sacred to Arizona's Indigenous communities

Saguaros are slow growing and can live between 
150 and 175 years, and sometimes longer. They take 
35 years to bear fruit, and even longer to grow arms. 

When a saguaro is cut down, community members 
are often devastated. For the O’odham people, who 
have lived in the area since time immemorial, 
saguaros are their ancestors and are treated with 
respect. Cutting down such an important cactus is 
“disheartening” said Philip Robert, a member of the
Akimel O’odham, the Gila River Community.

“The saguaros are so important to us and it’s so 
disheartening to see one be destroyed,” Robert said. 
Saguaro fruit, or bahidaj, is the center of O’odham 
culture, he said. All year long, the community waits in 
anticipation for bahidaj harvest season, which occurs 
in July, around the time of summer solstice.

There are also saguaro fruit harvesting songs, 
adding to the excitement of this annual activity. 
This time is also the O'odham New Year, a time of 
fun and games, Robert said. Families wake up early 

in the morning, pray and give thanks to the 
saguaro fruit before harvesting. While harvesting, 
they leave some fruit for the animals, he said.

This tradition has been passed down for hundreds 
of years and is explained in a video produced by 
Arizona Public Media. Robert said saguaros have 
sustained the O’odham for generations. The fruit is 
processed and turned into a range of foods like 
jam, syrup, and wine for the ceremony that occurs 
after the harvest. Saguaros are used as tools to 
help gather the fruit, said Phyllis Valenzuela, a 
community member of the San Xavier District.

She said the removal of the saguaro was 
"upsetting.“ "The saguaro are sacred to us," she 
said. "We consider them people, and they provide 
food for us.“ Robert noted that processing the 
sweet, bright red bahidaj takes time. Families will 
often freeze the fruit for use throughout the year.



Yes .. This mini is referred to as a 
micro cactus and they’re selling for 
about $15 each! Who knew those 
little pieces could be so valuable

Have you hugged your cactus today?



PCSS Annual Auction

May 7, 2023

CSSA Convention

July 12 to July 16, 2023
http://cssaconvention.com/

Picnic at Bob Sparrow’s

July, 2023

Pot Making Workshop
June 4, 2023

June meeting will be the pot-making workshop. 
Number of participants:   25
Fee: $15
We will be creating a signup link

Future Fall Dates
Please mark your calendars for the 

end of the year which is the 
beginning of our season!

Start time will be 11AM!

SEPTEMBER 17

OCTOBER  8

NOVEMBER 12

DECEMBER  10 - Holiday Party



Check us out on
FACEBOOK!!

PCSS Officers
President: Irene Cassidy  cell: 302.883.4644

Vice-President: Jeff Sedwin

Treasurer: Renee Thompson

Recording Secretary: Paul Wesolowski

Communications: Timothy Day
Affiliate Representative: Christina Day

Newsletter: Irene Cassidy

Flower Show Exhibit: Paul Wesolowski

Hospitality: Jeff Cades

Library: Bridget Irons

Flower Show Ribbons: JoAnn Schailey

Plant of the Month (POM): Will Hall

show & tell .. 
Please send pictures of your plants to:  

philadelphia.cactus@gmail.com


