
June Meeting

Our June meeting is our traditional picnic, however we will also
have an election of officers.  All of the incumbents are running for
reelection unopposed, but we still appreciate a good voter
turnout as a show of support for the slate of officers.

Gene Tobia will also be auctioning two dozen specimen plants.
This is his auction, but he will share the proceeds with the club.
It will be worth attending, just to see these prize-winning plants
up close.

As for the picnic, please bring a lunch, and perhaps food for
sharing.  This will be a great time to get to know other members.
We will not have a raffle, but members are encouraged to bring
plants for trading with others.

The picnic will be held outside, on a veranda next to the
greenhouse.  It is roofed and has a solid wall on the north side, 

 June Picnic

Renew Your
Membership!

May Recap

Upcoming  Events

Plant of the Month

 Philadelphia Cactus & Succulent Society

In this
newsletter

so wind and rain should not
be a problem.

Because we will not meet in
our normal meeting room,
the map at right indicates the
location of the veranda, as
well as the easiest parking.  

Look for our familiar blue and
yellow PCSS flags, which can
be seen from a distance.   The
greenhouse is also easily
visible from the parking lot. 



May Recap

Our May meeting was our annual auction,
our biggest fundraiser.  We signed up
several new members, bringing our total
membership to 152.  We had 49 members
and 9 non-members attending, which was
our second-best-attended meeting this
season.

The auction raised $1,743, for which we are
quite grateful.  The average “lot” was only
$22.93 meaning there were lots of bargains
to be had.

We also sold the last batch of pots from
Deb Donaldson’s estate.  We appreciate the
generosity of John and Deb Donaldson
throughout the years, but we will
remember her always through the rosette
awarded by our club at the Philadelphia
Flower Show, which is named in her honor.

Renew Your
Membership!

Our membership year runs from July 1 to
June 30, with meetings and programs
from September through June. 

If you joined at the 2026 Philadelphia
Flower Show, you purchased a 2026-27
membership and were given the past few
months as a bonus.  

But for almost everyone else, your
membership expires in June, and you
need to renew for next season.

We are no longer able to process credit
card payments through our website, but
can still accept them in person at club
meetings and other events, along with
cash and checks.

Or, to renew your membership by mail
for the 2026-27 season, send a $20 check,
payable to PCSS, to our Treasurer:

Renee Thompson,
Phila. Cactus & Succulent Society
69 Tanglewood Drive
Milford, DE 19963

President Paul Wesolowski (unopposed)

Vice President Timothy Day (unopposed)

Affiliate Representative Chistina Day (unopposed)

Treasurer Renee Thompson (unopposed)

Associate Treasurer Fanny Warren (unopposed)

Secretary Paul Wesolowski (unopposed)

PCSS Election of Officers

Officers are elected to a two-year term, and that term is expiring.  The Nominations Committee
appointed in March has approved the sample ballot for June, 2026 which is shown below:



Upcoming Events

Our meetings will resume in September, but there are two summer events worth noting.

August 8, 2026 (Saturday) : Bob Sparrow Picnic - Every year, Bob Sparrow hosts a picnic at his
home in Nazareth, PA.  He will be selling cactus and succulent plants grown in his greenhouse,
and mouth-watering peaches and other fruits grown in his orchard (Sparrow’s Country Garden.)
This is his personal event but it is open to dues-paying PCSS members, members of our
Facebook group, members of other plant societies, or anyone interested in plants regardless of
their membership status.  There will also be a raffle of his plants, and all who have renewed their
PCSS membership for 2026-27 will receive free raffle tickets.  

It starts at 10 AM and ends when the last person leaves (which is typically after dinner for a few of
us.)  He will provide hot dogs and burgers, and our members will bring beverages, appetizers,
desserts, and snacks for sharing.  

Bob is at 572 Fulmer Road, Nazareth PA 18064.  It’s about 80 minutes north of Cathedral Village.

So that Bob can properly plan, we ask you to RSVP at SignUpGenius.  No  password is needed.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805084FABA822ABFF2-63519615-2026#/

August 23, 2026 (Sunday) : The New York Cactus and Succulent Society
has been a vendor at the Connecticut show and sale for years, and they have
decided to host their own show and sale from 1PM to 7PM as part of the NYC
Plant Market at Culture Lab LIC, 5-25 46  Avenue, Long Island City, NY
11101.  It’s about 2 hours from Cathedral Village, although it’s always hard to
estimate NYC traffic, even on a summer Sunday.

th

The judged competition promises to be intentionally quirky; if you liked the
Cactus in a Teacup class at the Philadelphia Flower Show, you’ll love this
competition!

The NY club will also be selling plants for as little as $5 each. Because most of their members live in
apartments, many of them prefer window-sill-sized plants. If you’re similarly challenged in having enough
growing space, this is a great way to acquire smaller plants, grown by their members from seed.  (That
means they don’t have to adapt to life in the East, as may happen with plants grown in Arizona or
California.)

This is a new event, and it is still in the planning stages, but it should be a lot of fun, and a great way to
meet similar-minded growers.

We will provide additional details as we receive them.

A Thursday in July: PCSS Tour of the Swarthmore Greenhouses - Click here to pick a
Thursday in July that you would like to see PCSS visit Swarthmore. The Thursday with the
most votes will be the day we schedule our visit. The trip will include a tour of the facilities,
helping Maya identify plants and a lunch break!

https://doodle.com/group-poll/participate/b6x54wne
https://doodle.com/group-poll/participate/b6x54wne
https://doodle.com/group-poll/participate/b6x54wne
https://doodle.com/group-poll/participate/b6x54wne


The May PCSS Plant of the Month was this nicely branched Pachypodium, from Jay Fletcher.



PHILADELPHIA
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SOCIETY
philadelphia.cactus@gmail.com
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To contact Paul Wesolowski, our President:
267-614-2989 

or
CactusCrank56@GMail.com

This will be well worth the trip, so start planning now!  The saguaros will be blooming, there will be
countless opportunities to buy unusual plants, great speakers, and a chance to meet new friends in the
hobby.  Next September, Paul Wesolowski will present a slide show on his trip to the 2025 convention in
San Diego.
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